
 

 
 
 
 
Disclaimer:  Decisions regarding antimicrobial therapy should not be based solely on 
procalcitonin serum concentrations. 
 
Note: Temperature instability must have occurred >2h prior to procalcitonin level for it to be 
interpretable. 
 
 
 
Causes of Falsely High or Low PCT levels 

PCT-Based Treatment Algorithm

PCT level

< 0.25 µg/L

Stopping of antibiotics 

strongly encouraged

Decrease by > 80% from 

peak PCT, or level > 0.25 

and < 0.5 µg/L 

Stopping of antibiotics 

encouraged

Decrease by <80% from 

peak PCT, and 

level > 0.5 µg/L

Continuing antibiotics 

encouraged

Adapted from: Bouadma L et al. Lancet 2010

Guidelines for continuing or stopping antibiotics

Increase of PCT 

compared with peak and 

level > 0.5 µg/L

Continuing antibiotics 

strongly encouraged* 

*Consider changing antibiotics


